



Transformation through sustainable agriculture
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia has made significant strides to improve the incomes and nutritional 
status of its population over the last decade. Often dubbed an “African tiger” following a decade of 10% annual 
economic growth, Ethiopia is in a state of transformation. Agricultural production has risen massively over this period 
while nutrition has improved significantly: stunting in children dropped from 58% to under 30% in recent years.
In 2010, the Ethiopian government introduced its first five-year (2010-2015) Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP I) to 
drive development. During GTP I, agricultural production rose by between 5-7% annually and GDP per capita grew by 
84% to USD 691 annually. In this phase, the government shifted focus from humanitarian to development activities, with 
an increased interest in expanding and transforming the agricultural sector. Greater investment in high-potential areas 
was considered critical for agricultural growth. Ethiopian farmers’ vulnerability and exposure to climate shocks is high, 
especially due to the lack of capacity to store water for irrigation. Expanding agricultural production areas under 
irrigation, especially for small-scale farmers, has been a key vehicle to increasing and diversifying agricultural 
productivity. In GTP II (2015-2020), the government has focused on ensuring rapid, sustainable, and broad-based growth 
by enhancing the productivity of the agriculture and manufacturing sectors, improving the quality of production, and 
stimulating competition within the economy with aspirations to become a low middle-income country by 2025.
The potato is an important crop in Ethiopia grown for food, incomes, and nutritional security. The acreage devoted to 
potato has increased more than four-fold since 1961 to 296,000 hectares with total production of 3.7 million tons in 
2015-16, accounting for more than USD 700 million in revenue. Significantly, more than 99% of this tonnage and value was 
produced by small-scale farmers. While not as valuable to the economy as potato, the orange-fleshed sweetpotato provides 
a rich source of vitamin A, a nutrient commonly deficient among Ethiopian children and women of reproductive age.
The International Potato Center (CIP) promotes the use of potato and sweetpotato to complement grain-based diets in the 
farming systems, contribute to equitable economic growth, and strengthen the food and nutritional security of 
consumers and small-scale farm households. Potato and sweetpotato are resilient, fast maturing, nutritious crops. 
Orange-fleshed sweetpotato (OFSP) has high levels of beta-carotene, a precursor of vitamin A, which is important to 
reduce health problems associated with vitamin A deficiency. CIP has a solid track record of driving the development and 
delivery of improved climate-smart potato and sweetpotato varieties and related technologies in Ethiopia and elsewhere.
CIP in Ethiopia
CIP has worked in Ethiopia for more than 30 years supporting nutritional improvement, value chain development, pest 
and disease management, clean planting material production, and the breeding, evaluation, and dissemination of 
improved potato and sweetpotato varieties. For instance, CIP has contributed to the release of more than 30 of the 
country’s improved potato varieties and 29 sweetpotato varieties. In collaboration with universities, research centers, 
government agencies, private companies, NGOs, and the Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR), CIP has 
helped improve the productivity, sustainability and resilience of the potato and sweetpotato sectors, while strengthening 
and supporting the capacity of local partners and relevant government officials in scaling up interventions.
Our commitment to Ethiopia’s development priorities
CIP-led Projects in Ethiopia
Building resilience to climate change with Seeds of Change 
Investors: Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, Germany, and Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) (2019-2022)
This three-year project builds on past experience and seeks to 
promote  large-scale adoption of high-yielding, disease-resistant, 
user-preferred, and climate-smart potato varieties by 60,000 
households in the Amhara, Oromia, and the Southern Nations, 
Nationalities, and Peoples (SNNP) regions through an improved 
and efficient seed potato production and delivery system. Higher 
productivity should translate into better food security targeting 
20,000 most vulnerable households having enough to eat during 
the ‘hunger months.’ Equal access to seed, knowledge and 
information for women is ensured through targeting and careful 
monitoring of their participation. Improving the capacity of the 
national agricultural system to produce suitable new varieties and 
increasing private sector involvement will help to ensure quality 
seed potatoes are produced more quickly and in larger quantities.
Gender sensitive emergency drought responses with potato  
and sweetpotato
Investor: USAID (2018–20)
Potato and sweetpotato are ideal food security crops, and 
improved varieties produce good harvests under challenging 
growing conditions. During phase I, from June 2016 to August 
2018, this project provided approximately 120,000 people in the 
SNNP region with quality planting material of improved varieties 
and training, enabling them to rebuild their food security following 
Scaling up orange-fleshed sweetpotato  
for improved nutrition and food security
Investor: Irish Aid (2013-2020)
This project represents two separate investments from Irish 
Aid designed to scale up and strengthen nutritious 
sweetpotato systems in the SNNP and Tigray regions. In phase 
1 (2013-2016), approximately 34,500 households received 
quality OFSP planting materials and 172 decentralized vine 
multipliers (DMV) were organized. In addition, more than 
6,500 people (including farmers and DMVs) were trained in 
best practices for OFSP cultivation. Phase II (2017-2020) 
sought to institutionalize the phase I approach in the two 
regions. Ethiopia’s five main agricultural colleges adopted CIP 
curricula into their training courses and CIP sweetpotato 
recipes were adopted by 10 government health bureaus as 
part of their nutritious cooking demonstrations. The project 
strengthened capacities in tissue culture laboratories at the 
Tigray Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) and the Southern 
Agricultural Research Institute (SARI), who now produce 
815,000 OFSP seed vines per year.
Global program on Food and Nutrition Security,  
Enhanced Resilience  
Investors: GIZ (2018-21)
This project seeks to address vitamin-A deficiency by 
enhancing the quality of available OFSP and overall access to 
the crop in the marketplace. Following a successful pilot from 
July 2018-June 2019, CIP launched a 22-month program to 
distribute 2.4 million OFSP vines to approximately 6,800 
households to encourage sweetpotato cultivation to improve 
diets and farmer incomes. In addition, CIP organized trainings 
on nutrition, and vine cultivation and conservation for more 
than 3,200 farmers and extension agents.
Development and delivery of biofortified  
crops at scale (DDBIO)
Investor: FCDO (2019-2022)
This project focuses on sweetpotato development along three 
strategic lines: 1) developing new biofortified sweetpotato 
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CIP in Ethiopia
a period of severe drought. Phase II (2018-2020) is focusing on 
gender issues and extending these benefits to an additional 
approximately 187,000 people in need of emergency support 
in SNNP and Amhara regions. Teams support farmer training 
centers and groups with access to planting material, irrigation, 
nutrition training, and production and post-harvest 
technologies. Thousands of extension agents, development 
agents, and model farmers will receive training for production, 
postharvest and nutrition technologies.
Climate-and nutrition-smart orange-fleshed sweetpotato: 
Quality diets for better health
Investor: EU (2016–21)
The project helps improve the nutrition status of families with 
young children in the Amhara and SNNP regions with 
orange-fleshed sweetpotato: a reliable source of vitamin A 
and energy. In selected districts, 15,000 households 
(approximately 80,000 people) are being trained in infant and 
young child nutrition practices while introducing the 
orange-fleshed sweetpotato varieties to local cropping 
systems. A second arm of the project seeks to reach 60,000 
urban consumers by supplying fresh OFSP roots to vegetable 
markets and promoting the use of OFSP puree as an 
ingredient in common food staples such as injera and bread. 
In addition to working with processors and other value chain 
actors, the project provides OFSP planting material to small 
and medium scale farmers to incorporate into their array of 
marketed crops.
varieties through existing breeding programs; 2) supporting 
the development of sustainable-delivery models for scaling 
up, including public–private partnerships, and cost-effective 
delivery models in protracted crisis environments; and 3) 
strengthening the evidence base on the impact of 
biofortified sweetpotato to ensure biofortification is 
included in relevant policies, plans and programs. The 
project has been implemented in four African countries    
and Bangladesh. In Ethiopia, the project is working in 
Oromia and SNNP regions.
SASHA II: Sweetpotato action for security  
and health in Africa
Investor: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) 
(2014-19)
This project is designed to improve the food security and 
health of poor families in sub-Saharan Africa by exploiting 
the untapped potential of sweetpotato. Now in its second 
phase, SASHA II seeks to 1) ensure increased capacity for 
production of high quality sweetpotato planting materials 
by public and private sectors; 2) enhance the awareness   
and commercialization of high quality sweetpotato      
xplanting material among stakeholders; and 3) establish 
quality assurance of sweetpotato pre-basic seed and    
quality declared seed. The project has reached more     
20,000 households, significantly increased their seed  
security and knowledge about Triple S method of  
conserving planting material.
Orange-fleshed sweetpotato puree   
for bakery applications
Investor: Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (2019-2021)
This project seeks to build on success in various African 
countries of promoting the production and use of nutritious 
sweetpotato puree by bakeries and other food industries. 
Over the next two years, the project seeks to scale up use    
of sweetpotato puree for baked and fried products by  
formal and informal sectors.
Through these key relationships, CIP works to develop and evaluate suitable potato and sweetpotato varieties and 
production systems that foster agricultural diversification and rural development opportunities. Through biofortification 
of potato and sweetpotato, CIP contributes to increased availability of micronutrient-rich crops in Ethiopia. This approach 
has been recognized in national policies and action plans in both the nutrition and agriculture sectors. Working with 
government extension services, farmer groups and cooperatives, CIP also supports effective and efficient delivery systems 
for potato and sweetpotato planting material, technical inputs and services, and market chains.
For more information, please contact CIP Headquarters. Av. La Molina 1895, La Molina. Apartado 1558,  Lima 12, Peru.
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Recent achievements
Through these key relationships, CIP works to develop and evaluate suitable potato and sweetpotato varieties and 
production systems that foster agricultural diversification and rural development opportunities. Through biofortification 
of potato and sweetpotato, CIP contributes to increased availability of micronutrient-rich crops in Ethiopia. This approach 
has been recognized in national policies and action plans in both the nutrition and agriculture sectors. Working with 
government extension services, farmer groups and cooperatives, CIP also supports effective and efficient delivery systems 
for potato and sweetpotato planting material, technical inputs and services, and market chains.
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with quality potato and sweetpotato 
planting materials of improved varieties
Since 2016, CIP’s integrated agriculture-nutrition interventions have reached approximately 600,000 people in Ethiopia. Between  
June 2016 and May 2020, the gender-sensitive emergency response project, funded by the United States Development Agency (USAID), 
reached more than 256,000 people with quality potato and sweetpotato planting materials of improved varieties, enabling some to 
increase potato yields by as much as 400%. The project expects to reach additional 48,000 people before it ends in August 2020. Two 
years into a five-year European Union-funded project to introduce orange-fleshed sweetpotato to 100,000 people has already 
reached more than 80,000 with planting material of resilient, biofortified varieties. Irish Aid and GIZ have funded projects in Tigray  
and SNNPR and reached more than 148,000 people with Scaling Triple S technology. Preliminary results suggest that infant dietary 
diversity has improved significantly among beneficiaries and there is a growing demand by consumers for biofortified sweetpotato 
varieties. In projects like these, and others, CIP Ethiopia and its partners have trained several thousands of women, cooperatives, 
model farmers, extension agents, and nutrition experts to ensure sustainability of achievements to improve their well-being.
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